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By Nadine Albrecht

Waynesville R-VI School District has 
a motto that states, “Where the Orange 
and Black Unite with the Red, White 
and Blue” and that couldn’t be reflected 
any more than by the Waynesville 
High School Wrestling State Team this 
year. The wrestling team sent a record-
breaking nine wrestlers to the MSHAA 
State Wrestling Championships in 
Columbia this year. All nine wrestlers 
are directly connected with the 
military. While that isn’t unique for 
the Waynesville, St. Robert and Fort 
Leonard Wood community, it is unique 
at the state tournament.  

Sax is 1st in state; all state 
qualifiers connected to military

For Sean Sax, this has been a perfect year in wrestling – it ended on Feb. 17 with 
him as the state champion at 138 pounds in Class 4. He finished the season with 
a 49-0 record, the second wrestler in Waynesville High School’s history to end as 
state champion with a perfect record. Photo by Nadine Albrecht

“I can’t say 100% for sure that no other 
team can say their entire team is made up 
of military kids, but I feel fairly certain 
we were probably the only team with that 
kind of lineage,” said Head Wrestling 
Coach Lucas Smith. 

The nine wrestlers come from either 
families of retired military members who 
served more than 20 years or current 
active duty military: 

- Sean and Gaven Sax are the sons of 
Ed Sax, retired Marine and Karen Sax, 
retired Navy.

- Michael Cassidy, Daniel Albrecht and 
Floyd Moore’s fathers all retired from the 
Army; Mike Cassidy Kevin Albrecht and 

The school-based health clinic is 
now open at East Elementary and 
services are available to all staff 
and students. Laurie Sparr, nurse 
practitioner, is able to treat, diagnose 
and write prescriptions. Sparr also 
has a full-time medical assistant. To 
schedule an appointment, please call 
the clinic directly at 573-842-2164. 
Walk-ins are also accepted. 

The clinic is open when school is in 
session and the hours of operation are 
7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Health clinic is 
open for staff 
and students

Continued on page 2

The new sign at WHS is another 
way to help keep students, parents 
and the public informed.



Jesse Moore all served more than 20 years.  
- Andrew Leitold’s dad, Stephen, is serving as a U.S. Army 

soldier having returned recently from serving a hardship tour in 
Korea for a year.  

- Aedan and Thomas Brady’s father, Jim, and Devon Stearns 
father, Rob, are stationed at Fort Leonard Wood with the Army.  

“The fact that the military is transient brings unique 
challenges and opportunities to our team,” Smith said. “We 
never know how long a wrestler will be with our program. We 
may see strong potential in our kid’s club or middle school 
program and think they will be an amazing asset to our high 
school team in a few years only to find out that their military 
parent got orders and they are leaving after the school year. It 
also works out in a positive way by bringing in new students 
for us. We have had the Brady boys the past couple of years; 
Aedan graduates this year, but Thomas is a sophomore. We 
were hoping to see Thomas continue to improve with us, but his 
family will be moving somewhere else next year. Regardless 
of where Thomas is, I know he’ll do great wherever he ends 
up. We are grateful for the families who have served and have 
chosen to make Waynesville their home after retirement as it 
brings some continuity to our program.”

While there are challenges for the military heavy Tiger team, 
there are also lots of bonuses. “All of our kids have seen at least 

138 Sean Sax 
- Undefeated 
  State 
  Champion

132 Gaven Sax -5th place

145 Michael Cassidy- 4th place

The school record-breaking nine 
wrestlers who went to state are Sean 
Sax, Gaven Sax, Michael Cassidy, 
Thomas Brady, Aedan Brady, Daniel 
Albrecht, Devon Stearns, Floyd Moore 
and Andrew Leitold. 

one parent deploy 
at one point in their 
lives,” Smith said. 
“It brings a different 
perspective; it has 
taught them to live 
in the moment, 
which is important 
in wrestling and 
helps to keep them 
focused one match 
at a time.”

Out of the nine 
state qualifiers, 
three came home 
with medals. Sean Sax 
is a State Champion, 
Michael Cassidy brought home a 4th place medal and Gaven 
Sax a 5th place medal.  The team finished 10th out of 49 teams 
as well.

State wrestling Continued 
from page 1



Potato chips, toiletries, cookies, 
candy, paper products and gum 
will be among the items heading to 
soldiers deployed overseas, thanks 
to the generosity of Sixth Grade 
Center’s Military Appreciation 
LEAD group, their fellow students 
and their families. 

“We wanted to show our support 
for soldiers who are part of PIE 
group and the students came up 
with the idea of sending boxes of 
snacks to deployed soldiers,” said 
Tim Harrison, sixth grade teacher 
and the faculty facilitator of the 
Military Appreciation LEAD group. 
“Students were really excited about 
helping those so far away from 
home.”

The 795th Military Police 
Battalion and the HHC 14th Military Police Brigade serve as 
the Sixth Grade Center’s Partners in Education. 

“This community has experience with what soldiers miss 
most when they are deployed, so they did a really good job 
of picking out favorites,” said Capt. Bryan McClatchie of the 
795th. “Being so far away from home, soldiers will appreciate 
getting the treats and more importantly, they will appreciate 
knowing that people back home care and haven’t forgotten 
them.”

At first, the project was a little slow to catch on throughout 

the building, so the Military Appreciation LEAD team 
brainstormed ways to help promote the project. 

“We made more signs and even put food into the boxes,” said 
Keira Reigle, the LEAD group’s facilitator for this project.

The effort paid off. 
“We collected a lot of stuff,” said Jonas Galvan, a sixth 

grader. “If I were a soldier, I would feel happy about getting the 
donated food.”

Galvan also hopes that the soldiers know that they are 
appreciated. “We are really saying, ‘Thank you for your 
service.’”

6th graders collect snacks for deployed soldiers

Students in Lisa O’Donnell’s After School Awesomeness 
Program (ASAP) at Partridge Elementary, recently took 
part in their own Olympic-style events. Some of the events 
included knowledge of simple machines, Lego car racing 
down inclined planes, tangrams, multiplication facts, block 
building and marshmallow towers. Events were held during a 
Saturday school, as well as their weekly after school meeting 
days. Medals were given for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places in each 
event. Students enjoyed participating in events that they were 
familiar with, as well as facing new challenges.



Niklas Clary, a Waynesville High School senior, signed to 
play football at Hastings College in Hastings, Neb., on Feb. 23. 
The 6’2”, 230-pound Clary played on both the offensive and 
defensive lines for the Tigers. 

“Nik was one of our most consistent players and hardest 
workers,” said Head Coach Brad Drehle. “He is a weight room 
kid, leads with effort, is a strong student and will without a 
doubt represent his family and Waynesville well.” 

Jonathan Rae, a Waynesville High School senior, signed 
on Thursday, Feb. 22, to run track & field for William Woods 
University in Fulton, Mo. Rae is a returning varsity letterman 
and runs the 400 and long jumps for the Tigers.

“Jonathan is one of the hardest workers in the Tiger Track 
program and a team leader,” said Head Coach Mike Rawlings. 
“I look for great things from him this year and at William 
Woods as he continues his track career.”

Jonathan Rae is with his parents and coaches Mike 
Rawlings, Nicole Jarman,  Gary Shultz and Matt Johnson 
and me.

Rae signs to run track & field

Niklas Clary is pictured with his mother and grandmother 
and coaches Tom Gramates, Sam Callis, Brad Drehle, Mike 
Clutts and Bill DeMelade. 

Clary signs to play football

Top, Waynesville High School recognized the senior cheerleaders and their families before the WHS vs. 
Rolla boys basketball game on Feb. 22, 2018. The seniors are Gracie Barkefelt, Tiana Cogdell, Ashley Garcia, 
Khyanna Hamilton, Naryssa Kerr, Kamryn North, Symone Smith, Shailynn Ortiz and Jennifer Schenkenfelder. 
Right, Tahja Steward going for two. Bottom left, Raven Smith singing the National Anthem and bottom middle, 
the pep band.  Photos by Laura Smith and Marianne Ward



    Thayer Elementary staff members received praise from Dr. 
Brian Henry, superintendent, during their Super Session on 
Feb. 23 for:
    • developing, maintaining, and sustaining a positive culture 
in your school.
    • building community partnerships with parent volunteers 
and their PIE partners, the 35th Engineers and 2-48 Battalion. 
    • continuing to collaborate and discuss instructional 
strategies, differentiated instruction, and student success 
plans to make sure all students are on target for achieving 
80% or higher on District Common Assessments. 
    • inviting Kelly Brownfield, who serves the military USO, 
and Bandit the Therapy Dog to visit students twice a month.  
The students enjoy relaxing with Bandit while 
Brenna Caldwell, the library media specialist, reads stories 
that focus on diversity and character skills. 
    • Completing two book studies and sharing outstanding 
presentations for learning during monthly faculty meetings. 

The Waynesville Tiger Battalion earned a 99.7% rating – earning a gold star – on the JROTC 
Program of Accreditation on Feb. 20, 2018.

“As a result of this rating, the Tiger Battalion was awarded the JROTC Honor Unit with Distinction 
Gold Star Rating; the highest unit rating attainable in JROTC,” said Col. (Ret.) Charles Williams, 
JROTC senior Army instructor.

This was the Tiger Battalion’s first accreditation visit from U.S. Army Cadet Command, as part of a 
new accreditation program that was implemented in 2015. 

“All of our cadets were exceptional and received many laudatory comments from the inspectors,” 
Williams said. “The senior chain of command also did a superb job preparing for and executing 
this inspection. The inspection consisted of an in-ranks inspection, a drill inspection, a Color Guard 
inspection, cadet and instructor portfolio reviews, a continuous improvement and service learning 
briefing by the cadet staff and a review of the unit report.We are very proud of all the Cadets in the 
Tiger Battalion!”

The Waynesville Tiger Battalion was inspected by the 3rd Brigade, U.S. Army Cadet Command 
HQ, and cadre and senior ROTC cadets from Missouri University of Science and Technology.  

Tiger Battalion earns 99.7% on 
first accreditation visit

Thayer staff receive praise

Thirteen Waynesville High School 
students participated in the Science 
Olympiad Regional that was held 
on Saturday, Feb 17, at Missouri 
University of Science and Technology 
with the following receiving 
recognition: 

3rd place: Travis Ashby and Sara 
Yokeley in Dynamic Planet.

4th place:  JessicaDwyer and Kat 
Dickinson in Chem Lab

 4th place:  Aaron Choi and Dawson 
Warburton in Mousetrap Vehicle

The students who participated are 
Brian Rodgers, Cat Roman, Aaron 
Choi, Gunnar Coonrod, Jessica 
Dwyer, Kat Dickinson, Ricky Rivera, 
Sebastian Nauta, Travis Ashby, Sara 
Yokeley, Louisa-Marie Veeck, Dawson 
Warburton and  Sojeoung Lee. They 
are coached by Dawn Vidt, a chemistry 
and AP chemistry teacher at WHS. 

Others who assisted in making 
the student projects a success were 
Jill Whitham, Nick Parmely, Olivia 
Horton, Kym Rodriguez, Travis 
Bohrer, Eric Beal, Jenna McClanahan 
and Bill Demalade. 

WHS students place 
in Science Olympiad


